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FROM REVD VICKY BURTON

| hope that some of you already know this about me — that I'm very interested in
listening to people and finding out about them. As my Grandma used to say,
“‘People matter.” Life is often about people, but I'm sorry, guys, because | want to
be more interested in listening to the Lord than listening to you. | want to desire to
know Him more — knowing who He is, what He’s like, what He is thinking, saying,
and communicating. And | think | need that more than | need to know other stuff.

So how about becoming more contemplative? When | think of biblical
contemplation, I'm reminded that it's not about navel-gazing, nor is it about
emptying my mind, or even about becoming more self-aware, though that may be
a side effect. Nor is it about thinking more, or philosophising about things. Nor is it
something | want to do because I’'m middle-aged! Rather, Christ-like contemplation
is, surely: “Be still and know that | am God” (Psalm 46:10). “Renew a right spirit
within me” (Psalm 51:10). Wow! God, you are totally awesome! (Me!). It is
surrendering myself unto Him. Absorbing Scripture; being in His presence; sitting
at His feet like Martha and Lazarus’s sister Mary; listening deeply; being attentive
to the Lord.

Saint Augustine of Hippo, whose writings and theology have influenced the Church
since the fifth century, wrote in his Confessions, “You move us to delight in praising
You; for You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find
their rest in You.”

But it's a struggle to be still. To rest in His presence. | find myself making excuses,
thinking, It's just the way | am. There are so many distractions! Recently, | have
been praying from Psalm 27: “Teach me your ways, Lord.” And the same psalmist
says, “Wait on the Lord; be strong, take heart and wait...” Having just rushed
through Advent, | know I’'m not good at waiting on the Lord.

Yet Augustine’s phrase, “Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in You,”
rings true in my own experience. Have you ever been in the presence of God so
as not to think about anything else at all, and indeed not to want to move on to any
task or distraction? It is true rest (Hebrews 4:11). Oh, how Jesus must have longed
to linger there with His Father, especially when so many things and people were
yelling for His attention. In fact, Jesus must have spent hours and hours learning
Scripture and being in His Father’s presence before He even began His “ministry”
at the age of 30.

Practising and forming good habits is perhaps out of fashion, but | remember when
| was learning to play the cello. Some people put it all down to some sort of natural
ability, but | wonder whether it was more about my deepest desire, because | spent
hours and hours — firstly sitting at the piano and then later on with my cello —
playing daily, alone and with others. Years of practice. | loved it because | desired
it. Perhaps | need to ask God to give me more of a hunger and desire to be in His
presence.



Think of the sunflower, whose nature it is to turn its head toward the light as it
grows. Our Creator may have put that same habit into our hearts when He knit us
together in the secret place — to habitually turn towards Him, the source of light
and life. And yet | find myself again and again in the habit (well-practised, I'd say!)
of turning away from His bright face towards other things. So pray with me, that
our desire to spend time with Him will grow, that we may practise well these good
habits, and so may we reflect His image more and more.

You might like to check out the Oxford Diocese website with regard to becoming
a more Christ-like Church through being more contemplative, compassionate, and
courageous for the sake of God’s world.

Our vicar is Rev’d Vicky Burton who can be contacted at
revvickyburton@gmail.com / 07712 336540
You can also contact the Dorchester Team Office on 01865 340007
or at admin@dorchester-abbey.org.uk

Our safeguarding officer is Sara McDouall: saramcdouall@gmail.com
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Over 60s New Year’s Party

SATURDAY 21°T FEBRUARY AT 4:00 PM

THIS EVENT IS FOR ALL VILLAGERS OVER THE AGE OF Bp:,
IF YOU'VE NEVER COME BEFORE, .
WE'D LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US.: .
If you have any questions or would like to confirm

your attendance, please let Leanna know
leanna.maggs@gmail.com or 01865340521
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ADAM JOHN DRUCE

On 10" December 2025 we heard the sad and devastating news that our son
Adam had suddenly passed away on 9" December in Melbourne, Australia.

Adam was a member of the church choir and bellringers for many years.

We would like to thank family, neighbours and friends for the many words of
sympathy at this very sad time.

Shirley and Graham Druce

BALDONS PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Baldons village website

As you may have seen posted on Baldons info, the village website host platform
appears to have gone out of business. One of our residents has found a way to
recover most of the content stored on the original site and work is to commence
on building a new site as soon as possible. Until the new site is available, we will
post meeting minutes and agendas via Baldons info and any other important
updates also.

Mobile coverage in the Baldons

We met with Oxfordshire County Councils digital infrastructure programme director
recently to discuss the patchy and poor mobile coverage most of us experience.
This is particularly concerning in the light of the digital land line switch over which
would leave most residents reliant on mobile phones for communications during a
power cut.

Rather than waiting for commercial operators to address this gap, the Parish
Council will work with the team at OCC to investigate potential solutions via a new
scheme called Digital Places programme, a collaborative initiative that works
with local authorities and other public sector organisations to deliver improved
connectivity to underserved communities. We hope to be able to update on
progress in identifying solutions in April, but actual delivery of a solution may take
much longer. We will continue to update as we progress.

Contamination in the ditch across the Green

Before the new year, we discovered some suspicious looking brown sludge in the
ditch. Thames Water investigated immediately, tested the water and confirmed it
was not sewage. The Environment Agency was called and subsequently inspected
and believe the sludge is an iron oxidizing bacterium from the ground. Tests are
being undertaken to confirm this, and we will advise of the results in due course.




Road closures in the Baldons February

There are 2 planned closures, by Oxfordshire County Council, both are to facilitate
drainage CCTV and investigation works that will hopefully improve the drainage in
those areas. For both closures, workings hours are between 9.30am to 3.30pm
and appropriate traffic signs will be displayed to indicate when the measures are
in force. Exemptions are included for police, fire and ambulance services and for
the works and for access to premises which are only accessible from the closed
section of road. The alternative route for traffic will be signed locally.

Marsh Baldon & Toot Baldon-village road, 3™ to 9" February: prevention of through
traffic:
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ANPR enforcement of access only restriction for the Baldons

We had hoped for an update by the time the newsletter deadline for submission
came around, unfortunately we have not been given a date for implementation but
we have been assured it is a priority for the OCC team and so we will update as
soon as we hear any further news.

Village Gates refurbishment

We are very grateful to Anton Williams who has volunteered to maintain the village
main gate on entry to Marsh Baldon from Nuneham Courtenay, which needs a bit
of work and painting. Thank you to John Martin who had maintained this gate for
many years. The gate at Parsonage farm needs replacing with a new one and

rehanging. The council agreed to fund these costs at the meeting on the 12"
January.

Future Parish Council meeting dates 2025
9th March 2026

11th May 2026

13th July 2026

14th September 2026

9th November 2026

All meetings to be held at the village hall and start at 7.30pm.
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TOOT BALDON

TAXI SERVICE

WE OFFER TRANSFERS
TO AND FROM ALL MAJOR
AIRPORTS AND PORTS IN THE UK

L CALL OR EMAIL

07832987921
contact@darrive.onmicrosoft.com
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ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER
ltems for the March 2026 newsletter
by 16" February please

Any villager is welcome to send items for publication in the
newsletter. Please send copy to Natasha Eliot:
tashaandjames@btopenworld.com. Alternatively, | can be
contacted on 343478 or at Baldon House East, Marsh Baldon.
For advertising queries, please contact Leanna Maggs on:
leanna.maggs@gmail.com or on 01865 340 521

NUNEHAM COURTENAY SPORTS AND PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE

Update on equipment: The committee are looking into how to move and install
the equipment kindly donated by Horspath. We want to ensure that it is fit for
purpose and safely installed.

Funding: John held a fundraising event as his work
Christmas party which has raised a small but useful
pocket of unrestricted funds. If you wish to support
this project you are welcome to donate via the QR
code to the right.

Grounds: A professional groundskeeper has offered
to give us some advice free of charge on improving
the grounds for play but he needs to see it in drier
conditions

FIRST AID AWARENESS COURSE: 7 MARCH, VILLAGE HALL

We are planning to hold a further course in the Village Hall on the morning
of Saturday, 7th March. The course will be given by St John's Ambulance and
will cover basic life support and defibrillator use.

If you live in the villages and are interested in taking part please
contact peterdavidburke@gmail.com and | will put you on the list. We are
working on a first come first served basis, so please reply as soon as you can.

The course is free of charge and is provided by volunteers, but donations are
greatly appreciated.

Peter Burke



mailto:peterdavidburke@gmail.com

NUNEHAM COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Council Tax increase

The parish council has approved a 9.3% increase in the addition to your Council
Tax that pays for its work. You'll see this on your Council Tax bills when they arrive
in March. The 5% increase last year was the first increase for three years in what
you have been asked to pay.

A 9.3% increase is equivalent to an increase of 11p per week in your Council Tax
if your home is in Band D — less if your home is in a lower band, more if it's in a
higher one. Setting a budget for the next financial year and agreeing how much
the Council needs from residents’ Council Tax are major decisions the Council has
to take each January.

The main reason for the increase for 2025-26 was to cover the cost of cutting the
grass regularly so the Playing Field could once again be used for the purposes for
which the Harcourts gave it to the village after the Second World War.

Similarly, the main reason for the increase for next year is that once the
Association starts putting children’s play equipment and adult fithess equipment
on the Playing Field, as it plans to do, the Council needs to pay for accident
insurance and for an expensive annual inspection of the play equipment by a
qualified professional — weekly and monthly inspections can be carried out by
volunteers.

Many parishioners have been frustrated that the Playing Field has been virtually
unusable in recent years, but play areas aren’t cheap to create or maintain: they're
not money-spinners - quite the opposite.

Next parish council meeting
The parish council meets again on Tuesday 3rd March at the usual time of 7.30pm
in the usual place, your Village Hall.

There weren’t any requests for money from the Playing Field Association or the
Village Hall Committee at the Council’s January meeting, so the Council still has
£8,135 left of Community Infrastructure Levy money it can use for things like
capital expenditure — such as improvements to the Playing Field or the Village Hall.
It will be no surprise if the Council receives proposals for use of some of that money
at its March meeting.

Remember, you can always come along and watch Council meetings. You can
even address the Council if you let the Chair know before she opens the meeting.

Geoffrey Ferres - Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer
07419 991623 or clerk@nunehamcourtenay-pc.gov.uk
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NUNEHAM COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL NEwWS

After a roaringly successful chili
and chat night, the village hall is
taking a month off from big
events.

However, on Friday 21st of
March we will be hosting a
music night featuring the
Corsairs!

Playing songs from The Jam,
Madness, The Stray Cats,
Bad Manners, Adam Ant and
more...
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Book Club
Book Clubs meet once a month. Contact Arooj at
nunehamcourtenay.villagehall@gmail.com for further details.

Yoga
Yoga continues most Monday evenings at 7:30ish. Contact Jenny or just rock up
if you want to join in. Just £3 a session (all money goes to the village hall).

Book the hall
The village hall is available to book. Contact
nunehamcourtenay.villagehall@gmail.com for more information

And finally....
The hall has undergone a series of repairs and we are aware that there are more
to do. Thank you for all involved with this.

The hall has been awarded a grant from the connected communities grant which
will support our activities this year. We have planned the return of the Vintage Tea
party, a craft afternoon and much more! Let us know if there is an activity that you
would like for us to organise!


mailto:nunehamcourtenay.villagehall@gmail.com
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DORCHESTER ABBEY EVENTS

MOVING MUSIC Friday 06 Feb 11:30 & 2pm Two Performance Times 11:30
Pate’s Grammar School musicians & 2pm Magdalen College School musicians.
Moving Music concerts are offered by the charity Sound Resource, which
promotes music for health and wellbeing. Instrumental & song performances by
talented young musicians, with sing-along songs led by Hannah Davey. All are
welcome, particularly people living with dementia, their family, friends and carers.
Reserve places in advance for your preferred concert time: More information:
www.soundresource.org.uk/whats-on/ Pay what you can at the door, guide £8
movingmusicconcerts@gmail.com 01865 251305

Saturday 07 February 6PM OSJ Music for Autism

Following the great success of this concert last year, another inclusive evening of
inspirational music-making with Derek Paravicini and friends featuring young
performers across the spectrum of neurodiversity. OSJ Music for Autism presents
another inclusive concert, featuring amazing pianists Derek Paravicini, Ashleigh
Turley and other young musicians across the spectrum of neurodiversity including
five autistic Choristers from Litchfield cathedral. With Poppy McGhee violin and
Hannah Davey soprano. Tickets £20 www.osj.org.uk

Saturday 14 February 7pm OSJ BEETHOVEN with RYAN WANG piano

Ryan Wang — BBC Young Musician of the Year 2024

The Overture of 1807 vividly shows Coriolanus’s conflicted inner state through a
fierce, rebellious theme in C minor representing the general and a tender, pleading
theme in E-flat major for his mother. Piano Concerto No 1 of 1798 is a work of
youthful energy and classical poise, demonstrating his developing Romantic style
within the formal structure of the Classical period.

Symphony No 7, composed in 1812 at the peak of his powers, is an energetic,
rhythmically driven masterpiece often described as the “Apotheosis of the Dance”.
Tickets £17.50- £35 www.osj.org.uk

Saturday 28 February - LUMOS Experiences: A Vivaldi & Mozart Candlelight
Experience

2 Performances: 1st Sitting: 5-6pm | 2nd Sitting 7-8pm

Entry: 1st sitting - Doors open at 4.15pm | 2nd sitting - Doors open at 6.30pm
Musical Theme: A Classical Vivaldi & Mozart Tribute

Seating Is First Come First Serve To Your Allocated Tiered Zones (In Platinum,
Gold, Silver, Bronze). 8+ This event is for eight year olds & above

CONTACT WhatsApp For Any Questions # 07742686376

Tickets £20-£45 www.lumos-experiences.com

For all above ticket links and for further information on all events at the Abbey
please visit: www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/whats-on/ #DorchesterAbbeyEvents
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GREETINGS FROM THE MAPLE TREE! ey
2 YES
. EFNTANL
This term we have had a few tweaks to our schedule! s

Mondays: Messy Monday (back by popular demand) at The ' Maple Tree
10:00-11:30am

and Twins’ Club at 2:00-4:00pm A great place to grow
Tuesdays: Smart Start at 9:30-11:30am

Wednesdays: Maple Babies at 9:30am-12:00pm

Thursdays: Time to Rhyme at 9:30-11:30am and

The Maple Tree at Forest Hill Village Hall from 10:30am-12:00pm

Fridays: Little Learners at 10:00-11:30am

Saturdays: Family Fun at 10:00-11:30am on February 21%t, March 14" and April
18th

We will be open every morning during the February half-term and most days during
the Easter holiday — please check our website or social media for details. We have
another Emergency Paediatric First Aid for parents and carers coming up in
February too!

Here is an additional date for your diary;

22" March — our fabulous Daffodil Day 2026 with § .
Forest Hill's St Nicolas Church will start at 2:00pm. If
you are interested in volunteering, please contact
Laura at the email below. We need volunteers for all
sorts of roles during the event, from ticket collectors to
refreshments servers to parking attendants.

Beforehand, we will need lots of bakers and some people to set up traffic signs.
We also need muscles to set up and later to take down gazebos and tables and
chairs. It is a lot of fun in a beautiful setting, and it is satisfying to raise much-
needed money for these two worthy charities. Do consider joining us as a volunteer
or just come to enjoy the ambiance, the stunning setting, and of course the
daffodils!

Wish List:
e A volunteer on Monday for our Twins’ Club sessions from 2:00-4:00pm
e A fundraising-loving trustee!
¢ A finance, number-adoring trustee!

We are here to help if you need advice or support: 01865 236700.

Email: info@mapletree.org.uk Website: www.mapletree.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TheMapleTree\Wheatley

Instagram: @themapletreecentre

Laura Spencer - The Maple Tree Centre Manager 11
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PLEASE JOIN US
SUNDAY, 15TH MARCH 2025
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GLASS OF FIZZ FOR ALL MUMS ON ARRIVAL
01865343337 - INFO@SEVENSTARSATMB.CO.CUK

= Indian Iraditional. S
® Desilhall €
= Thali considered as complete Indian meal g

Thursday Fortnightly Curry Evening
sth and 19th February

BOOKINGS RECOMMENDED TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

CALL TO BOOK § (

01865 343337 ",

EMAIL: .
INFO@SEVENSTARSATMB.CO.UK < 4

Seven Stars at Marsh Baldon’s

HOLI FEST

FESTIVAL OF COLORS

Saturday
7 March
1pm onwards

REGIONAL INDIAN FOOD
MUSIC &
LOTS OF COLOURS

Advance booking recommended

SEVEN STARS AT MARSH BALDON

Come join us for a special event.

Enjey a romantic night with cur sumptueus 3 course meal

Saturday - 14022025

Call us en 01865 343337 or
email us on info@sevenstarsatmb.couk




Smile with Jo Fun Fitness
Adaptable to your needs, seated or standing

Tuesdays 1.30 — 2.30
Dorchester Village Hall

Contact Jo: 07776 376497 - jo.cassells@live.co.uk
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EXTENSIONS BATHROOMS & KITCHENS  DRIVEWAYS & PATIOS
LOFT & GARAGE CONVERSIONS STRUCTURAL WORK ROOFING
HOME REFURBISHMENT COMMERCIAL WORK PLUMBING

O 01865 608 649
© k.mbuildingservices@yahoo.com




Making best use of technology to help cut crime and catch criminals

Just before  Christmas [
Thames Valley Police rolled [
out a live facial recognition
operation in Oxford, aimed
as much at explaining the

technology to the public as o
well as catching criminals. BT y
: : STAY IN TOUCH
The use of live facial- [ s
recognition technology can [Riiiieantms
\ . @matthewbarberUK
bring great benefits to help KRS
cut crime and catch
criminals.

Matthew Barber ' L JOIN MY WHATS AP
Listening. Serving. )/ MUNITY
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Taking Action. R e : E

Whilst the use of this technology is widely welcomed by most people, there are
understandable concerns by some. | have worked closely with the police to ensure
that all the necessary safeguards are put in place to protect privacy and the only
people who should have anything to fear from the use of live facial-recognition are
criminals seeking to target people and property in our community.

The system does not - and cannot - identify everyone that it sees, but instead is
looking for those on a specific watchlist. Those who are either wanted by the police
or have a warrant issued for them by the courts. Essentially it is very much like the
screenlock that many of us will use on our mobile phones. It recognises the people
the police are looking for, but simply doesn’t recognise the rest of us.

It is important that the police explain the use of this tactic and ensure widespread
consent from the public. The use of any technology just provides a tool to the
police. It is still the men and women of Thames Valley Police who will use their
professional judgment and put themselves in harm’s way to protect the public.

The effectiveness of these operations will continually be evaluated, alongside
other tactics the police use. With more officers in neighbourhood policing roles and
overall crime falling, it remains important that the police are able to address the
issues that matter most to the public. You can play your part by reporting any
crimes or suspicious activity you see in your community on thamesvalley.police.uk
or by calling 101.

On the first operation in Oxford eight arrests were made, several for domestic
abuse offences. Dangerous people being taken off the streets to prevent crime.

Matthew Barber is Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner
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MESSAGE FROM OLLY GLOVER MP

This past month has been particularly busy, both in Parliament and meeting with
local businesses in the constituency.

As discussions about the government’s Great British Railways Bill continue, | have
used my role as Liberal Democrat Transport Spokesperson to ensure the
passengers are at the centre of these discussions. It is essential they improve the
ongoing issues, such as train delays and expensive tickets, which | and many in
our constituency experience regularly.

In parliament, a debate regarding Thames Water ensured | was able to raise the
concerns raised by residents about the escalating costs and the lack of trust in
Thames Water to safely build the largest bunded reservoir in the county.

| have also engaged with local media and the about problems with postal delivery
services, including Evri, and the delayed parcels in Grove and other areas of the
constituency. In an interview with the BBC, | spoke about the GP surgery delays
specifically affecting Great Western Park.

| have been spending time with some of our wonderful small businesses to better
understand the impact of last year's budget and the support they need to keep
trading and providing us with products and food. It is always a highlight of my week
visiting local businesses and community groups to learn about the work they do
for our communities and making sure | am well informed when raising their needs
in when in parliament. | have also had the pleasure of meeting many residents in
Stanford in the Vale and Didcot on their doorsteps recently and in Wantage at one
of my regular surgeries. My team and | have now closed over 10,000 constituent
cases, supporting individuals, families and businesses to resolve a huge variety of
problems.

As always, if there is anything you feel | can help you with please do not hesitate
to contact me and my team at olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk, or by leaving a voice
message on 0207 219 7657.

Olly
Olly Glover, MP for Didcot and Wantage
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2026

18t February 10.30am Marsh Baldon

8" February 4.00pm Toot Baldon
15" February 9.30am Toot Baldon
18" Feb (Ash 9.30am Berinsfield
Wednesday) 7.00pm Dorchester
22" February  11.00am Marsh Baldon
18t March 10.30am Dorchester
CHURCH FLOWERS

Date Marsh

11" & 18" January Beth McLaughlin
25" Jan & 15t Feb Laura Martin

8" & 15" February Holly Chivers &

Veronica Sandilands

Holy Communion

Evensong

Holy Communion

Holy Communion with Ashing
Holy Communion with Ashing
Holy Communion

Team Service

Toot
Ann & Heather
Linda & Elaine
Vanessa & Tracey

LENT From 18" February - NO FLOWERS

OTHER CHURCH DUTIES

Date Sidesduty Reader1 Reader 2 Intercessions
18t February Peter lan Sara Natasha

8" February John & Catherine Peter Natasha -

15" February  Sara Catherine John Sara

22" February  Claerwen Iris Catherine John

PoPPY APPEAL

This year we raised £1,243.06, plus £214 on the QR code, making a total of

£1,457.06.

A great big thank you to all who helped and those who donated.

Iris Wright
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